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1. OVERVIEW

1-1. PURPOSES

Established in 1985 and held every four years, the Kobe
International Flute Competition is committed to providing young
promising flutists from around the world the opportunity to
launch their professional career on the international stage while
enhancing international cultural exchanges and friendships
through music. In addition, the Competition aims to promote
cultural enrichment of our community in Kobe through music.
The Competition is one of the rare competitions in the world
dedicated solely to flute, becoming the first Japanese member of
the World Federation of International Music Competitions in
1987.

1-2. COMPETITION DATES

August 29 [Fri] through September 7 [Sun] , 2025

First Round............... August 29 [Fri] -30 [Sat] ,

and September 1 [Mon] -2 [Tue]
Second Round............ September 4 [Thu]
Final Round............... September 6 [Sat]

Awards Ceremony.....September 6 [Sat]
Exhibition Concert....September 7 [Sun]

1-3. VENUE
Kobe Bunka Hall, Medium Hall
(4-2-2 Kusunoki-cho, Chuo-ku, Kobe, Hyogo, JAPAN)

1-4. STRUCTURE OF THE COMPETITION

The Competition consists of three rounds: the First, Second, and
Final Rounds. A maximum of 40 contestants who passed the
Preliminary Screening (video pre-selection) will participate in
the Competition. The order in which contestants perform will be
determined by drawing lots for each round. All performances will
be open to the public and streamed online.

1-5. Jury

SAKAI Hideaki (Chairperson), Japan
Silvia CAREDDU, Italy

Timothy HUTCHINS, Canada
Andrea LIEBERKNECHT, Germany
Andrea OLIVA, Italy

PIAO Meixiang, China

Felix RENGGLI, Switzerland
SAKUMA Yumiko, Japan

(1 other person under adjustment)

2. APPLICATION PROCEDURE

2-1. ELIGIBILITY

The Competition is open to flutists of all nationalities born
between 1992 and 2009 (between the ages of 15 to 32 as of
December 31, 2024).

2-2. APPLICATION PERIOD

September 1, 2024 through October 31, 2024 at 5:00 PM
JST/GMT+9

2-3. APPLICATION METHODS

Applicants must submit following 1) to 5) through the online
application service “MUVAC” from the Competition’s website
(https:/ /kobe-flute.jp/en/). Application is considered as final
upon submission of all documents 1) to 5) and a confirmation of
the payment 6).

Please note that MUVAC requires account registration in
advance.

After completing your application, a completion email will be
automatically sent from MUVAC.

1) Application Form
* Fill out the required information.
2) Photograph

* A front facing, upper-body, color photograph, taken within 6
months prior to the application date.

* The photograph is preferably in JPEG format and at least
1MB in size.

* The photograph will be used in the official brochure and
other promotional materials. It must be free of copyrights
restriction.

3) Proof of Age

* PDF or JPEG file of an official document (passport
recommended) that can prove applicant’s age.

4) Video Recording for the Preliminary Screening

¢ Video recordings of pieces for the Preliminary Screening.
The recordings must not be edited or processed in any way.

¢ The videos must strictly comply with “2-5.Video Recording
Requirements”.

* The videos must be submitted along with the designated
certificate signed by a third person.

5) PDF file of the score of the unaccompanied piece to be
performed in the final round.

6) Application Fee JPY 20,000 (inc. tax)

2-4. PAYMENT OF APPLICATION FEE

Application fee of JPY 20,000 must be paid online via the
MUVAC at the time of application.

 All transaction fees shall be borne by the applicant.
* The application fee is not refundable under any circumstances.
<notes >

*If you have any problems completing the online application,
please contact the secretariat immediately via e-mail.

(kifc-applym@kobe-bunka.jp)

** Incomplete applications will not be accepted.



2-5. VIDEO RECORDING REQUIREMENTS

e The video must be a continuous, unedited applicant’s
performance recorded on or after June 1, 2024.

* The video must be shot horizontally (landscape mode) and fixed
camera angle, and the applicant's face and hands must be clearly
visible at all times.

The video may be disqualified from the Preliminary Screening,
if it is perceived that the sound is not consistent with the hand
movements.

Do not use the video camera function that automatically adjusts
the audio volume, as this often reduces the dynamic range and
results in an inaccurate representation of the performance.

The volume of the video should not be too loud or too quiet, and
minimize background noises.

The file format should be MP4. Applicant’s full name and
composer name should be indicated in the file name.

Submit the certificate (downloaded from the official website)
signed by a third person attesting to the authenticity and
integrity of the videos. It must indicate the location and date of
recording.

The video should be newly recorded with no public audiences
for this competition.

2-6. COMPLIANCE WITH THE APPLICATION CONDITIONS

The applicant must accept the conditions of participation and the
decision of the jury. No legal action is allowed in this matter.
Incomplete applications will not be accepted. Submitted
application documents will not be returned.

2-7. DETERMINATION OF THE PARTICIPANTS

Preliminary screening (closed to the public) will be conducted
based on the application submissions to determine the first round
contestants. The results will be announced on the official website
and notified to all applicants (scheduled for January 2025).
Inquiries regarding the results will not be responded to.

3. PARTICIPATION IN THE COMPETITION

3-1. REGISTRATION AND ORIENTATION

Contestants who have passed the preliminary screening must
arrive in Kobe on the date specified by the secretariat (August 26
PM, 2025 to August 27, 2025) and register at the secretariat. On
the evening of August 27, contestants must attend the orientation
and the drawing to determine the performance order for the first
round. Absence or tardiness may result in disqualification from
the competition.

3-2. JUDGEMENT

The jury committee shall judge the performances based on the
separately established Jury Regulations. The decision of the jury
is final. Contestants shall not have any contact with the jury from
the beginning of the first round until the end of the final, except
those who cannot advance to the next round.

3-3. ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE RESULTS
First Round:
Second Round:
Final Round:

Evening of September 2 [Tue]
Evening of September 4 [Thu]
Evening of September 6 [Sat]
% The schedule is tentative.

* Immediately after the results of the first and second rounds
are announced, a drawing will be held to determine the order
for the next round.

3-4. PRIZES
First prize: 2,000,000 Japanese yen
Certificate of Merit
1,000,000 Japanese yen
Certificate of Merit
500,000 Japanese yen
Certificate of Merit
200,000 Japanese yen

Certificate of Merit

Second prize:

Third prize:

Fourth to sixth prizes:

* Special prizes may be awarded apart from those mentioned
above.

* Additional awards may be given by organizations or individuals
who support the objectives of the Competition.

* The prize money shall be given after any necessary taxes are
deducted according to the tax laws of Japan. The applicable tax
rate, in principle, is 20.42%.

* The highest prizewinner may be invited to give solo recitals in
Kobe or elsewhere in Japan, and to perform as a soloist with
major orchestras in Japan.

4. MISCELLANEOUS

4-1. TRAVEL, ACCOMMODATION, AND
INSURANCE EXPENSES FOR THE COMPETITORS

1) Contestants are responsible for his/her travel expenses.
However, the organizers will subsidize 50,000 yen for each
contestant who resides outside of Asia and comes to Japan.
Japanese contestants residing outside Asia who will
temporarily return to Japan for the competition are included
yet may be required to submit documents proving their
overseas residency. The grant will be paid after deducting the
necessary taxes in according to Japanese law (the tax rate is
20.42% in principle).

2) The secretariat will cover the accommodation fee (single room
with breakfast) during the following period from the
contestant's registration date only at the hotel designated by
the secretariat. However, all other accommodation fees shall
be borne by the contestant.

(a) Contestants in the First Round:

until September 4 [Thu] at 11 AM
(b) Contestants in the Second Round:

until September 6 [Sat] at 11 AM
(c) Finalists: until September 8 [Mon] at 11 AM

3) Contestants, if deemed necessary, are responsible for
obtaining their own health and accident insurance, as well as
accident, fire, theft, and damage insurance for instruments,
baggage, and other personal belongings.

4-2. VISA

If an entry visa is required, contestants are responsible for
obtaining the visa. If asked to submit a letter of invitation or
other documents to apply for a visa, contact the secretariat
immediately.

4-3. COPYRIGHTS

All rights, including copyrights and neighboring rights, related
to the recording, photographing, and filming of the performances
of the Competition and the exhibition concert, as well as selling
and broadcasting, streaming, and any other media formats using
these materials, shall belong to the organizer.



4-4. OTHER

1) Prizewinners nominated by the jury shall perform at the
exhibition concert on September 7, 2025 [Sun].
No performance fee is provided.

2) Any problems arising out of or relating to these Rules and
Conditions shall be settled in accordance with the Japanese
text of these rules and laws of Japan.

3) The secretariat will strictly manage the personal information
submitted from applicants, and will not disclose or provide it
to any third parties without prior consent or approval
otherwise required under the applicable laws.

5. REPERTOIRE

Edition of sheet music used is not specified. Repetition is
arbitrary. However, performance time for each round must be
strictly adhered to. The contestant may perform chosen pieces in
any order, in each round.

The titles of the chosen pieces must be filled in the relevant
section of the application form. No changes will be allowed after
the application deadline. Group (2) of the Final Round, PDF file of
the sheet music must be submitted at the time of application.

5-1. REPERTORIES

< PRELIMINARY SCREENING >

Record the applicant’s performance of the pieces Group (1) and
(2) below on a video. The recorded videos must be submitted
separately (1) and (2).

(1) E. Kohler: 30 Virtuosen Etiiden Op.75 No.11 (Fis-Dur)
(2) F. Kuhlau: 6 Divertissements, Op.68 No.6 (cis-moll)

To perform without accompaniment.

* Please refer to “2-5. Video Recording Requirements” before
recording.

<FIrsT RounD >
Perform one piece from each Group (1) and (2).
(1) J. S. Bach: Sonata h-moll BWV1030
The third movement should not be repeated.
(2) Choose one from a) or b)
a) K. J. Andersen: Concertstiick Op.3
Perform the parts listed below:
 Bar 42(letter B) to bar 178(27 bars after letter H)
» Bar 211(letter I) to bar 269(8 bars before letter M)
 Bar 311(4 bars before letter P) to the end.
* Do not play the cadenza(from Letter N)

* Contestants can take some time between the
performance parts or continue playing without
interruption.

b) S. Karg-Elert: Sonate B-dur Op.121

< SEcoND Rounp >

Perform one piece from each Group (1), (2), and (3). Duration
of total performance must be less than 35 minutes.

(1)Choose one from a) to c).
a) H. Biisser: Andalucia Op.86
b) P. Gaubert: Sonatine ; Quasi Fantasia
¢) R. Muczynski: Moments, Op.47

(2) Choose one from a) to c).

a) J. Demersseman: Grande Fantaisie de concert sur
“Obéron” de Weber Op. 52

b) A. B. Fiirstenau: Fantasie iiber “Norma” Op.133
¢) P. Taffanel: Fantaisie sur “Le Freyschutz”

(3) J. Ibert : Piece

<FINAL ROUND>
Perform the pieces Group (1) and (2).
(1) W. A. Mozart: Konzert D-dur K.314

Perform from memory and without a conductor. Cadenza
must be your own composition.

(2) Unaccompanied pieces of 10 minutes or less composed
after 1985, limited to works published as of April 2024.

Contestants can only use the flute; other instruments
such as piccolo, alto flute, or bass flute are not allowed.
No microphones, amplifiers, or the like are permitted.

5-2. REGARDING THE COLLABORATING ARTISTS
< Collaborating Artists>

¢ Official pianists will be commissioned by the organizers.
Contestants cannot appoint a particular official pianist by
themselves.

* Contestants who bring along their personal pianist must
bear all expenses for the pianist.

¢ Finalists must play with the orchestra (Kobe City Chamber
Orchestra) commissioned by the organizers.

<Rehearsal with Collaborating Artists>

* Contestants will have opportunities to rehearse with a
pianist, regardless of the official or personal on the day
specified by the management committee as follows:

First Round: 70 minutes (approximately 55 minutes in the
rehearsal room and 15 minutes on the stage)

Second Round: 70 minutes in the rehearsal room

* Finalists will have one rehearsal with the orchestra the day
before the Final Round.

¢ All rehearsals are closed to the public except personnel
authorized by the organizers.
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ORGANIZATION
President................... HISAMOTO Kizo / Mayor of Kobe
Honorary Adviser....... TSUJI Shoji / Chairman of the Board, Ceremore Cultural Foundation

Management Committee
KANDA Hiroaki (Chairperson) / Principal Flutist, NHK Symphony Orchestra / Professor, Toho Gakuen School of Music
SAKAI Hideaki / Chairman of the Board, Japan Flutists Association / Visiting Professor, Senzoku Gakuen College of Music
SAKUMA Yumiko / Visiting Professor, the Kunitachi Music University
TAKEBAYASHI Hidenori / Visiting Professor, Soai University / Executive Director, Japan Flutists Association
TSUTSUMI Tsuyoshi / Chairman of the Board, Japan Federation of Musicians
HATTORI Koji / Chairperson, Kobe Cultural Foundation

Administration
Management Committee of the Kobe International Flute Competition
c/o0 Kobe Cultural Foundation
3-4-3 Tachibanadori, Chuo-ku, Kobe, Hyogo, 650-0016, JAPAN
E-mail: kifc@kobe-bunka.jp
URL: https://kobe-flute.jp/en/
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Management Committee of the Kobe International Flute Competition
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